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STATE ELECTION COMMISSION, MAHARASHTRA

New Administrative Building, First Floor, Hutatma Rajguru Chowk,
Madame Cama Road, Mumbai 400 032.

NOTIFICATION

Reference.— 1. ‘Maharashtra State Political Parties Registration, Regulation and Election
Symbols(Reservation and Allotment) Order, 2025’, dated 5th May 2025.

2. State Election Commission Order No. SEC/RPP/2024/CR-24/D-11,
dated 25th November, 2025.

3. State Election Commission Order No. SEC/RPP/2024/CR-24/D-11, Dated 21st
January 2026.

No. SEC/RPP/2026/CR-24/D-11, dated 23rd January 2026.—Whereas, as per Articles 243K and
243ZA of the Constitution of India, the State Election Commission is empowered with all rights in
respect of supervision, direction and control of all elections to all local self-government bodies in the
State ; and

Whereas, in order to consolidate all previous orders and remove any probable confusion while
implementing the orders issued from time to time regarding the registration of political parties, and
to bring uniformity in the implementation of the orders, the ‘Maharashtra State Political Parties
Registration, Regulation and Election Symbols (Reservation and Allotment) Order, 2025, dated 05th
May, 2025 has been published in the Gazette ;

And whereas the State Election Commission has come to the conclusion that the said order needs
to be amended as follows to bring further clarity and in accordance with the powers vested in the
State Election Commission under paragraph 27 of the said order, the following order is hereby issued.

Order

The previous provisions of paragraphs 13 and 14 of the Maharashtra State Political Parties
Registration, Regulation and Election Symbols (Reservation and Allotment) Order, 2025,
dated 5th May 2025 are hereby repealed and amended paragraphs 13 and 14 are hereby inserted :

The previous provisions of paragraphs 13 and 14 of the said order :
13. Regarding registered unrecognized political parties and independent candidates:

(1) In the elections for Local Self-Government bodies, the candidate of a registered unrecognized
political party and the independent candidate, while filing nomination form, may demand at most
any three symbol amongst the symbols specified as free symbols under Paragraph 23(1)(e) in order

of priority.

(2) The Returning Officer shall allot symbols to independent candidates after allotting symbols
to candidates of unrecognized political parties registered with the State Election Commission.

(3) If several candidates opt for the same free symbol and if one of these candidates belongs to
a registered unrecognized political party and the rest of them are independent candidates, then, the
Returning Officer shall award that free symbol to the candidate of a registered unrecognized political
party and will not allot it to anyone else.
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(4) If two or more of these candidates belong to a registered unrecognized political party and rest
of them are independent candidates, the Returning Officer shall take decision by drawing chits (by
draw of lots) only from among the names of the candidates of the registered unrecognized political
parties. The candidate of a registered unrecognized political party, in whose favour the chit is drawn,
shall be allotted the free symbol as sought by him and that symbol shall not be allotted to anyone
else. The remaining candidates of unrecognized political parties shall be allotted other which symbols
which have not been allotted earlier to any other candidate.

(58) If in such elections several independent candidates choose the same free symbol in order of
preference, then, for the allotment of symbols to independent candidates, the concerned Returning
Officer shall take decision by draw of lots, and a free symbol will be allotted to the candidate, in
whose favour the chit has been drawn.

(6) After allotment of symbols according to the order of preference or drawing of lots, any
candidate of a registered unrecognized political party or independent candidate is yet to be allotted a
symbol, then a symbol available among the remaining free symbols will be allotted to the concerned
candidate in the sequence of the free symbol chart.

14. Regarding direct elections of Mayor and President of Municipal Council, Nagar
Panchayat :

(1) In case of direct election for the post of Mayor, President of Municipal Council and Nagar
Panchayat, as the case may be, symbols shall be allotted first to the candidates for the post of Mayor/
President. If symbols allotted to them are amongst the free symbols, then those free symbols shall
not be allotted to any other candidate contesting for the post of member :

Provided that, if a candidate is contesting for the post of member alongwith the post of Mayor/
President, the symbol allotted to that candidate for the post of Mayor/President shall, if he so demands,
also be allotted for contesting the post of member, from the ward from which he contests.

Provisions in amended paragraphs 13 and 14 :
13. Regarding registered unrecognized political parties and independent candidates:

(1) In the elections for Local Self-Government bodies, the candidate of a registered unrecognized
political party and the independent candidate, while filing nomination form, may demand at most
any three symbol amongst the symbols specified as free symbols under Paragraph 23(1)(e) in order
of priority.

(2) The Returning Officer shall allot symbols to independent candidates after allotting symbols
to candidates of unrecognized political parties registered with the State Election Commission.

(8) If several candidates opt for the same free symbol and if one of these candidates belongs to
a registered unrecognized political party and the rest of them are independent candidates, then, the
Returning Officer shall award that free symbol to the candidate of a registered unrecognized political
party and will not allot it to anyone else.

(a) For Zilla Parishad and Panchayat Samiti: If a free symbol is allotted to a candidate
of a registered unrecognized political party for one Zilla Parishad division in accordance with
paragraph 13(3), then the same free symbol shall be allotted to the candidates of the same registered
unrecognized political party for the two Panchayat Samiti electoral colleges falling within that Zilla
Parishad division, as per the preference indicated in the nomination paper by the candidates. Such
free symbol shall not be allotted to any other candidate in both the Panchayat Samiti electoral college
under that Zilla Parishad division.
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(4) If two or more of these candidates belong to a registered unrecognized political party and rest
of them are independent candidates, the Returning Officer shall take decision by drawing chits (by
draw of lots) only from among the names of the candidates of the registered unrecognized political
parties. The candidate of a registered unrecognized political party, in whose favour the chit is drawn,
shall be allotted the free symbol as sought by him and that symbol shall not be allotted to anyone
else. The remaining candidates of unrecognized political parties shall be allotted other which symbols
which have not been allotted earlier to any other candidate.

(a) For Zilla Parishad and Panchayat Samiti: If a free symbol is allotted to a candidate of a
registered unrecognized political party for one Zilla Parishad division in accordance with paragraph
13(4), then the same free symbol shall be allotted to the candidates of the same registered unrecognized
political party for the two Panchayat Samiti electoral colleges falling within that Zilla Parishad
division, as per the preference indicated in the nomination paper by the candidates. Such free symbol
shall not be allotted to any other candidate in both the Panchayat Samiti electoral colleges under
that Zilla Parishad division.

(5) If in such elections several independent candidates choose the same free symbol in order of
preference, then, for the allotment of symbols to independent candidates, the concerned Returning
Officer shall take decision by draw of lots, and a free symbol will be allotted to the candidate, in
whose favour the chit has been drawn.

(a) For Zilla Parishad and Panchayat Samiti : If an independent candidate is allotted a free
symbol for a Zilla Parishad division as per paragraph 13(5), and the said independent candidate is
also contesting the election for a Panchayat Samiti electoral college falling under that Zilla Parishad
division, the free symbol allotted for the Zilla Parishad division shall be given to that independent
candidate for the Panchayat Samiti electoral division falling under that Zilla Parishad division as
per the preference indicated in the nomination paper, and such free symbol shall not be allotted to
any other candidate in both the Panchayat Samiti electoral colleges falling under that Zilla Parishad
division.

(6) After allotment of symbols according to the order of preference or drawing of lots, any
candidate of a registered unrecognized political party or independent candidate is yet to be allotted a
symbol, then a symbol available among the remaining free symbols will be allotted to the concerned
candidate in the sequence of the free symbol chart.

14. Regarding direct elections of Mayor and President of Municipal Council, Nagar
Panchayat :

(1) In case of direct election for the post of Mayor or President of the Municipal Council/Nagar
Panchayat, as the case may be, symbols shall be allotted first to the candidates for the post of Mayor/
President. If the symbol allotted to the candidate of a registered unrecognized political party for the
post of Mayor/President is one of the free symbols and if that candidate is also contesting the election
for the post of member from the same registered unrecognized political party, and if that candidate
has demanded the same free symbol in his nomination paper, then that free symbol shall be allotted
to the said candidate.

(2) If the symbol allotted to a candidate contesting the election to the post of Mayor/President
on behalf of a registered unrecognized political party is a free symbol, the same free symbol shall be
allotted to the candidates of that registered unrecognized political party contesting the election to
the post of member in accordance with the preferences mentioned in the nomination papers and as
per the provisions of paragraph 13 and paragraph 15(2)(a).
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(3) If an independent candidate is contesting the election for the post of Member along with the
election for the post of Mayor/President, the free symbol allotted to that candidate for the post of
Mayor/President shall be directly allotted for the post of Member as per the demand in his nomination
paper; but the free symbol allotted to that candidate shall not be allotted to any other candidate of a
registered unrecognized political party or independent candidate who is contesting the election for
the post of Member.

With the approval of the Hon’ble State Election Commissioner,

SURESH KAKANI,
Secretary,
State Election Commission, Maharashtra.
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